










































































































 
 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 1121-2021 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF QUINCY, FLORIDA, AMENDING 

AND REPEALING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE SIGN CODE; 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR COPY ON FILE; 

AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

SECTION 1. Findings. 

 

WHEREAS, as provided in Section 2(b), Article VIII of the Constitution of the State of Florida, 
and Section 166.021(1), Florida Statutes, the City of Quincy, Florida, a municipal corporation, 
enjoys all governmental, corporate, and proprietary powers necessary to conduct municipal 
government, perform municipal functions, and render municipal services, and may exercise any 
power for municipal purposes, except as expressly prohibited by law; and 
 

WHEREAS, courts have recognized that municipalities may implement laws and regulations 
furthering their substantial interests in traffic safety, aesthetics, and preventing public nuisances 
or hazards to pedestrians and motorists by restricting distracting or intrusive signs and displays; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City of Quincy has an interest in preserving its aesthetics and rural character, 
promoting the public health, safety, and general welfare, and in protecting its small-town 
community environment and appearance against sight pollution, increased traffic, and other public 
disturbances or nuisances; and  

WHEREAS, the State of Florida’s Administrative Procedure Act requires that applications for 
licenses be approved or denied within 90 days after receipt of a completed application, Fla. Stat. 
§120.60, and the City of Quincy has determined that a 45-day processing period effectively 
balances both the interests of applicants in prompt processing of permits with the City’s interests 
in effective and thorough review of applications; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Quincy has previously adopted regulations for the erection and use of 
signs and other outdoor advertising displays within the City of Quincy; and   

WHEREAS, this ordinance will provide clarity for signage and update the Sign code to promote 
the overall economic well-being of the businesses in within in the City while at the same time 
protecting the public health, welfare, and the safety of its citizens of the City of Quincy;  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY OF QUINCY, FLORIDA, AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 
SECTION 2. Amendments of Code of Ordinances Chapter 46, Sections 902; 906; 907; 909; 

911; 912; 913; and 914.  The Sign Ordinances are hereby amended as follows: 
 

Chapter 46 – SIGNS 
 

Sec. 46-902. - Permitting. 
 



A permit is required for all signs proposed within the city with the exception of exempt signs as 
noted in section 46-907 of this division. The permit is obtained from the office of the building official.  
All sign applications shall be processed within 45 days.  If an application is not granted or denied within 
45 days, the applicant shall notify the building official in writing and the building official shall have 10 
days from receipt to conclude the application processing.  If the application still has not been granted or 
denied after 10 days, it shall be deemed permitted. 

 
Sec. 46-906. - Definitions.  
 

Unless otherwise specifically provided, the words and phrases defined in this section shall have the 
following meanings when used in this chapter:  
Abandoned sign. A sign that is located on a property which becomes vacant and is unoccupied for 
a period of at least 90 days or any sign that pertains to a time, event or purpose that no longer 
applies. Signs applicable to a business temporarily suspended due to change of ownership or 
management of such business shall not be deemed abandoned unless the property remains vacant 
for at least 180 days.  
Accessory sign. A permanent ground or building sign that is permitted under this code as incidental 
to an existing or proposed use of land. This includes signs that denote entrances, exits, hours of 
operation and any other signs determined to fall within this category by the director.  
Bench sign. A sign located on any part of the surface of a bench or seat placed on or adjacent to 
public right-of-way.  
Billboard sign. Means any sign, framework or portion of a building installed for the purpose of 
advertising merchandise, services or entertainment sold, produced, manufactured or furnished at a 
site other than the location of the business. This does not include directional signs.  
Building sign. A sign displayed upon or attached to any part of the exterior of a building, including 
walls, windows, doors, parapets, marquees, and roof slopes of 45 degrees or steeper.  
Central business district. Those nine blocks centered around the courthouse and bounded on the 
North by Franklin Street, on the East by Duval Street, on the South by Crawford Street, and on the 
West by Munroe Street, within the city.  
Clear visibility triangle. A triangle starting at the point of intersection of a street and driveway with 
each leg extending 18 feet along the street and driveway and the third leg connecting the end points 
of the first two legs.  
Damaged or deteriorating sign. A sign that has its color and/or graphics significantly damaged to 
change the original look of the sign.  
Dangerous sign. A sign, which due to its condition, endangers the public safety.  
Directional sign. A sign used to make the public aware of the location of a business or other lawful 
use located off of a collector or arterial road.  
Directory. Panel(s) placed on the entrance wall of a building listing the room and/or floor number 
of the occupants and/or businesses.  
Erect a sign. To construct, reconstruct, build, relocate, raise, assemble, place, affix, attach, create, 
paint, draw, or in any other way bring into being or establish; but it shall not include any of the 
foregoing activities when performed as an incident to the change of message, or routine 
maintenance.  



Free-standing or ground sign. Means any sign not attached to a building but that is freestanding 
and within the property boundaries of the site.  
Hanging sign. Means any sign suspended from the building or an attached structure.  
Multiple occupancy complex. A commercial use, (i.e. any use other than residential or agricultural), 
consisting of a parcel of property, or parcel of immediately adjacent properties, existing as a unified 
or coordinated project, with a building or buildings housing more than one occupant.  
Mural sign. Means a painted picture that is at least 15 feet in height and 30 feet in length and that 
is made as an integral part of an outdoor wall surface of a building.  
Nonconforming sign. Any sign in existence on the date of the passage of this code which violates 
any provisions contained herein.  
Parcel. A unit of land within legally established property lines. If, however, the property lines are 
such as to defeat the purposes of this code or lead to absurd results, a parcel may be as designated 
for a particular site by the city building official.  
Permanent. Designed, constructed, and intended for more than short term use.  
Portable sign. Any sign which is manifestly designed to be transported by trailer or on its own 
wheels, including such signs even though the wheels may be removed and the remaining chassis or 
support structure converted to an A or T frame sign and attached temporarily or permanently to the 
ground.  
Roof sign. A sign placed above the roof line of a building or on or against a roof slope of less than 
45 degrees.  
Sign. Any writing, pictorial presentation, number, illustration, or decoration, flag, banner or 
pennant, or other device which is used to announce, direct attention to, identify, advertise or 
otherwise make anything known. The term sign shall not be deemed to include the terms "building" 
or "landscaping," or any architectural embellishment of a building not intended to communicate 
information.  
Sign face. The part of a sign that is or may be used for copy.  
Sign structure. Any construction used or designed to support a sign.  
Snipe sign. Any sign of any size, made of any materials, including paper, cardboard, wood, metal, 
when such sign is tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued or otherwise attached to trees, poles, fences 
or other objects, and the advertising matter appearing thereon is not applicable to the premises upon 
which the sign is located.  
Storefront. The side of the building on street frontage or contains the main entrance(s) whichever 
is greater. Any store on a corner may have multiple different storefronts (one on each street front), 
all others have only one.  
Street. A public or private right of way for vehicular traffic, including highways, thoroughfares, 
lanes, roads, ways, and boulevards.  
Vehicle sign. Any sign affixed to a vehicle.  
Window or door sign. Shall mean any sign installed so as to be of a permanent nature in or on the 
window or door of any building, visible from any public right of way.  
 
 
 



Sec. 46-907. - Exempt signs. 
 

Except as specifically provided below, the following signs are exempt from these sign regulations, 
and from the requirement in this code that a permit be obtained for the erection of permanent signs, 
provided they are not placed or constructed so as to create a hazard of any kind:  

(1) Signs that are not designed or located so as to be visible from any street or adjoining property.  
(2)  Signs of 32 square feet or less and signs that include no letters, symbols, logos or designs in 

excess of two inches in vertical or horizontal dimension are exempted from the requirement 
that a permit be obtained but not otherwise from these sign regulations, provided that such sign, 
or combination of such signs, does not constitute a sign prohibited by section 46-909 of this 
division.  

(3)  Signs necessary to promote health, safety and welfare, and other regulatory, statutory, traffic 
control or directional signs erected on public property with permission as appropriate from the 
State of Florida, the United States, the City of Quincy, and Gadsden County.  Signs necessary 
to promote public safety, to ensure compliance with state or federal regulatory or statutory 
requirements, or for traffic control, and which are erected on public property with permission 
as appropriate from the State of Florida, the United States, the City of Quincy, or Gadsden 
County. 

(4)  Legal notices and official instruments.  
(5)  Decorative flags and bunting for a celebration, convention, or commemoration of significance 

to the entire community when authorized by the city manager for a prescribed period of time.  
(6)  Holiday lights and decorations.  
(7)  Merchandise displays behind storefront windows so long as no part of the display moves or 

contains flashing lights.  
(8)  Memorial signs or tablets, names of buildings and dates of erection when Text or images cut 

into any masonry surface or when constructed of bronze or other incombustible materials and 
attached to the surface of a building.  

(9) Signs incorporated into machinery or equipment by a manufacturer or distributor, which identify 
or advertise only the product or service dispensed by the machine or equipment, such as signs 
customarily affixed to vending machines, newspaper racks, telephone booths, and gasoline 
pumps.  

(10) Advertising and identifying signs located on taxicabs, buses, trailers, trucks, or vehicle 
bumpers.  

(11) Public warning signs to indicate the dangers of trespassing, swimming, animals, or similar  
hazards.  

(12) Signs carried by a person.  
(13)  Religious displays.  
(14) Billboard signs that are prohibited within the city limits, but which were erected prior to the 

effective date of this division.  Free-standing or ground signs larger than 60 square feet in size 
or 20 feet in height that were erected prior to the effective date of this division. 

(15) Signs constructed or placed by the city itself or with the city's consent or approval, such as 
signs for special events.  

(16)  All valid state and local traffic and parking regulation signs.  



(17) Real estate. One unlighted real estate sign located on the premises being advertised for sale or 
rent, provided that each such sign shall not exceed 32 square feet in area in commercial districts 
and four square feet in area in residential districts. In new subdivisions and planned unit 
developments one sign not to exceed 32 square feet in area is allowed until permanent signage 
is in place or active sales cease.  

(18)  Signs on building doors, or inside door glass, at the street level entrance Logo, slogan or 
name of business that do not exceed 50 percent of the door’s surface area.  
b.  Applied address numbers over the door or at the top or bottom of door.  
c.  Days and hours of operation.  

Sec. 46-909. - Prohibited signs.  
 
(a)  It shall be unlawful to erect, cause to be erected, maintain, or cause to be maintained, any sign not 

expressly authorized by, or exempted from this code.  
(b)  The following signs are expressly prohibited unless exempted by section 46-907 of this division or 

expressly authorized by sections 46-911 through 46-914 of this division:  
(1)  Signs that are in violation of the building code or electrical code adopted by the city.  
(2)  Any sign that, in the judgment of the building official and/or chief of police, does or will 

constitute a safety hazard.  
(3)  Signs with visible moving (or with the optical illusion of movement by means of a design that 

presents a pattern capable of giving the illusion of motion or changing of copy), revolving, or 
rotating parts or visible mechanical movement of any description or other apparent visible 
movement achieved by electrical, electronic, or mechanical means. except for traditional 
barber poles.  

(4)  Signs with lights or illuminations that flash, move, rotate, scintillate, blink, flicker, or vary in 
intensity or color, except that the following are permitted: (a) flashing or illuminated storefront 
window signs that are one foot or less in height and two feet or less in length, and (b) 
merchandise displays behind storefront windows where no part of the display moves or 
contains flashing lights. or color except for time-temperature-date signs.  

(6)  Signs that incorporate projected images, emit any sound that is intended to attract attention, or 
involve the use of live animals.  

(7)  Signs that emit audible sound, odor, or visible matter such as smoke or steam.  
(8)  Signs or sign structures that interfere in any way with free use of any fire escape, emergency 

exit, or standpipe, or otherwise obstruct any window to such an extent that light or ventilation 
is reduced to a point below that required by any provision of this division or other ordinance 
of the city.  

(9)  Signs that resemble any official sign or marker erected by any governmental agency, or that by 
reason of position, shape or color, would conflict with the proper functioning of any traffic 
sign or signal, or be of a size, location, movement, content, color, or illumination that may be 
reasonably confused with, construed as, or conceal, a traffic control device.  

(10) Signs that obstruct the vision of pedestrians, cyclists, or motorists traveling on or entering 
public streets.  

(11) Signs that contain any lighting or control mechanism that causes unreasonable interference 
with radio, television or other communication signals.  



(12)  Searchlights. Searchlights used to advertise or promote a business or to attract customers to a 
property.  

(13) Signs that are painted, pasted, or printed on any curbstone, flagstone, pavement, or any portion 
of any sidewalk or street, except house numbers and traffic control signs for public safety 
purposes. 

(14) Signs erected on public property, other than signs erected by public authority for public 
purposes, and signs authorized in writing pursuant to F.S. § 337.407.  

and except governmental signs erected by or on the order of a public officer.  
(16)  Vehicle signs with a total sign area on any vehicle in excess of ten square feet.  
(17)  Billboard signs unless such signs were erected prior to the effective date of this division. Free-

standing or ground signs larger than 60 square feet in size or 20 feet in height, unless such signs 
were erected prior to the effective date of this division. 

(18)  Snipe signs as defined by this division 
 

Sec. 46-911. – Permanent Signs identifying activity conducted on premises.  
 

Signs identifying the name and type of activity conducted on the same premises shall be permitted 
for the uses listed below. Site development permits and certificates of completion shall be required for 
all such permanent signs. The following permanent signs shall be permitted: unless otherwise excepted 
by this code:  

(1)  Multi-family dwelling. One sign not exceeding 32 square feet in sign surface area and not 
exceeding eight feet in height above finished grade on each street side on a parcel containing 
a three-or-more family dwelling. Such sign shall not contain interior illumination. Upon 
request of the applicant, the city manager has the authority to approve a second such sign for a 
maximum of two per parcel.  

(2)  Subdivision entrance. One sign per entrance not exceeding 32 feet in sign surface area and not 
exceeding eight feet in height above finished grade on each street side from which the 
subdivision is entered. Such sign shall contain no interior illumination. Such sign may be 
located in street right-of-way with approval of the city manager. A second sign is allowed as a 
conditional use.  

(3)  Residential care facility or day care facility. For purposes of public safety, one unlighted 
attached sign not exceeding six square feet in sign surface area on a parcel containing a 
residential care facility or a day care facility located in a residential district. Such use located 
where permitted in any other zoning district shall comply with code provisions.  

(4)  Public and semi-public. One attached sign not exceeding 12 square feet in sign surface area 
and one detached or freestanding sign not exceeding 32 square feet in sign surface area and not 
exceeding 15 feet in height above finished grade on each street side on a parcel containing uses 
indicated in the land use regulation schedules as public and semi-public.  

(5)  Commercial and industrial. Signs identifying the name and type of activity conducted on the 
same premises shall be permitted on for all uses indicated commercially and industrially zoned 
parcels shall be subject to the following provisions:  
a.  The aggregate sign surface area of all attached signs on any parcel shall not exceed ten 

percent of the total area of the front building facade (height in linear feet times width in 
linear feet).  



b.  One freestanding or detached sign shall be allowed provided that the aggregate sign 
surface area of all such freestanding signs on any parcel shall not exceed ten percent of the 
total area of the front building facade (height in linear feet times width in linear feet). No 
freestanding sign shall exceed 25 feet in overall height above finished grade.  

(c)  One freestanding or detached sign per store front shall be permitted.  
(d)  Two freestanding or detached signs per store front shall be permitted as a conditional use 

if:  
1.  The parcel is being utilized for multiple approved uses. a hotel or motel and the 

addition of a second freestanding or detached sign would serve a use other than the 
hotel or motel located on the premises such as but not limited to a restaurant or retail 
sales or services establishment.  

2.  The parcel contains two or more buildings, each of which contain a business 
establishment or use under separate ownership and with a separate identity from other 
uses on the premises.  

(e)  Signage protruding over the public right-of-way shall be, at a minimum, nine feet in height above 
the sidewalk and cannot extend more than within 18 inches of the curbline.  

(f)  In a multiple occupancy complex (more than one business in a building) a directory sign not to 
exceed four square feet in area can be placed in addition to other signage allowed in this section. 
This sign must be mounted on the wall adjacent to the main building entrance.  

(g)  No building sign shall extend beyond any edge of the surface to which it is attached.  
(h) A portable sign shall be allowed in the commercial and industrial districts in addition to the 

freestanding or detached signs allowed. The portable sign can be used for up to 30 days at a time 
up to three times a year (not to exceed 90 days a year) and requires a permit from the building 
official.  

(i)  Conditional use approval. Conditional use approval of two freestanding or detached signs shall not 
increase the maximum aggregate sign surface area of the freestanding or detached sign in question.  

(j)  The total signage allowed on a site cannot exceed 20 percent of the store front area. Transfer of 
area between building signs and freestanding signs is allowed.  

Sec. 46-912. - Temporary signs.  
 
(a)  Size. Non-permanent sSigns announcing candidate seeking office and other data pertinent thereto 

shall be permitted up to a total of nine square feet on a parcel for residential land uses and 32 square 
feet on a parcel for commercial and industrial uses.  

(b)  Location. All such campaign signs shall be located on private property,. In addition, campaign signs 
with a sign surface area of nine square feet or greater   shall not be less than 30 feet from the curbing 
of any street intersection, Campaign signs and shall not be located in a street right-of-way.  

(c) Signs over or across public streets. To further the city’s interests in public safety and aesthetics, 
except as otherwise expressly authorized by this division, signs over or across any public street are 
permitted only on a temporary basis and only pursuant to the obtaining of a permit under Section 
62-121, et seq., of the Code of Ordinances of Quincy, Florida.  

Sec. 46-913. - Murals.  
 

All mural signs shall conform to the following guidelines, except for those already in existence 
prior to the effective date of this division:  



(1)  Murals must be at least 15 feet in height and 30 feet in length. provided that no advertising 
message is included, unless the advertising message is proven to be of historical significance 
and receives the approval hereinafter referred to in subsection 46-913(3).  

(2)  Murals may co-exist with other types of signs.  
(3) All mural designs shall first be submitted to and approved by the Quincy Planning and 
Development Review Board prior to permitting by the building official. 

Sec. 46-914. – Entrance and exit Directional signs.  
 

One sign no larger than 12 square feet in size and located within 20 feet of an entrance or exit route 
to any use is allowed without permit.  
 

SECTION 3. Severability. 

 

If any portion of this Ordinance is deemed by any court of competent jurisdiction to be void, 
unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then the remaining provisions and portions shall remain in 
full force and effect. 

 
SECTION 4. Copy on File. 

 

A certified copy of this Ordinance shall be filed with the City Clerk of the City of Quincy. 
 
SECTION 5. Effective Date. 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage.  This Ordinance applies to all signs permitted on or 
on this               day of December 2021. This Ordinance does not apply to routine maintenance or 
preservation of signs already in existence prior to the effective date of this division.  

 
INTRODUCED on first reading in open session of the City Commission of the City of Quincy, 
Florida, on this                      day of December 2021. 

 
PASSED on second and final reading in open session of the City Commission of the City of  Quincy, 
Florida, on this                                day of December 2021. 

 
APPROVED: 

 
      ___________________________________ 
      Ronte R. Harris, Mayor 
      Presiding Officer of the City Commission and 
      The City of Quincy, Florida 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Janice Y. Shackelford 
Clerk of the City of Quincy and 
Clerk of the City Commission thereof 
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